The Scorpion Thief Questions
· This book wrestles with the idea of peace—personally, within families, and on the national stage. Estelle argues there’s a difference between “keeping peace” and “making peace.” Do you agree? What’s the risk of either approach? Do you think there’s ever a “middle ground”? How do Noura and Theo define peace? Where do you see them cross moral lines? 
· Ancient Egypt framed life around ma’at (order/peace) and isfet (chaos). Do you think the world needs both? How do you see that tension playing out today?
· Estelle resents her family for sweeping unpleasantness under the rug. Do you think her reaction is justified, or is she too harsh?
· In a world of espionage, betrayal, and politics, the characters constantly wrestle with honesty versus self-protection. When do secrets protect, and when do they destroy?
· Throughout the story, the characters ask whether the ends justify the means. Where do you see them crossing moral lines? Do you think there’s ever a middle ground?
· Noura bends for approval while Estelle bulldozes. How do you see the difference between “fitting in” and “belonging”? Which is more destructive: reshaping yourself to belong or refusing to bend at all? Noura concludes: “The world is a better place when you can be yourself, in a place you belong rather than fit, and then let others do the same.” Do you agree? How easy—or difficult—is that in real life?
· How do fear, love, indifference, and hate interplay in the novel? Do you agree with Noura’s conclusions? How have you seen those dynamics shape relationships or society?
· By the end, Estelle admits she has spent her life running away. Do you think she finds peace in that realization or despair? How did her journey strike you as a reader?
· Theo says to Noura, “You’d make even the most devout man bend his knee in supplication.” What role does Theo’s perspective play in helping Noura see her own worth? Do you think he sees her clearly, or through his own needs?
· If you had to choose one moment where Noura, Estelle, or Theo changes most, what would it be? Why?

