
Janyre’s	75+	Secret	Search	Words	
	
Start	by	doing	a	global	search	for	every	single	one	of	these	words.	Yes,	every	single	
one.	You’ll	be	shocked	(and,	if	you’re	like	me,	horrified)	by	how	many	times	you	use	
these	words	without	knowing	you’re	doing	it.		
	
The	point	isn’t	necessarily	to	get	rid	of	all	of	them,	though	you	can	probably	delete	
the	vast	majority.	The	idea	is	to	be	purposeful	in	your	use	of	words.	Eventually	you’ll	
be	able	to	whittle	this	list	down	to	your	own	personal	favorites.	
	
Happy	hunting!	
	

1. –ly	
2. -ing	
3. Eyes	
4. Face	
5. Hand	
6. Chest	
7. Stomach	
8. Breath		
9. Heart	
10. Smile	
11. Grin	
12. Almost	
13. Step	
14. Notice	
15. Try	
16. Shiver	
17. Began	
18. Started	
19. Could	(hint	

searching	–ould	
takes	care	of	the	
next	few)	

20. Would	
21. Should	
22. Shoulder	
23. There	is	(There	

are)	
24. Feel	(felt)	
25. Jaw	

26. Look	
27. Toward(s)	
28. See	
29. Glance		
30. Gaze	
31. Watch	
32. Hear	
33. Had	
34. Have	
35. Went	
36. Sit	
37. Stand	
38. Turn	
39. Just	
40. Only	
41. Down	
42. Up	
43. That,	it,	they,	

we,	he,	she,	this	
44. All	
45. Every	
46. Across	
47. Need	
48. Seem	
49. Think	
50. Know	
51. Believe	
52. Sigh	
53. Like	

54. Sudden	
55. Thought	
56. Some	
57. Too	
58. Tears	
59. The	fact	that	
60. Blink	
61. Huff	
62. Swallow	
63. Moment	(as	in	

“After	a	
moment”,	“in	a	
moment,”	etc.)	

64. Suddenly	
65. Very	
66. Rather	
67. Quite	
68. In	fact	
69. Pretty	
70. Of	course	
71. Surely	
72. That	said	
73. Walk	
74. Move	
75. Got/get	
76. Really	
77. Thing	

	
Now	that	you’re	done,	be	sure	to	follow	me	over	on	Twitter,	where	I	post	writing	
tips	every	Tuesday	and	Thursday.	And	if	you	have	questions	you’ve	always	wanted	
to	ask	an	editor,	join	me	on	Facebook	www.Facebook.com/groups/editinginsiders	

https://twitter.com/JanyreTromp

