Burning the Raven Tree Questions
1. Several characters withhold the truth—not always to deceive, but to survive. At the same time, the town knows more than it admits. When, if ever, is silence justified, and when does it become complicity?
2. Burning the Raven Tree resists clear heroes and villains. Which character did you find most morally complex, and why? Which character did you identify with most?
3. Many characters feel trapped by circumstances, family, or the past. Who do you think held the most real power in the story—and who only appeared to?
4. The novel suggests that belonging should not require self-erasure. What does the story say about belonging—and who ultimately belongs on their own terms?
5. Fire appears as destruction, exposure, and transformation. How did your understanding of fire’s meaning change over the course of the book?
6. The novel suggests that it’s not the things we fear that break us, but the things we do in that fear that destroy us—and that our minds hide what they cannot manage. How do fear, memory, and survival intersect in the characters’ choices?
7. The novel blends psychological tension with mythic imagery. How did this affect your understanding of what was “real”? Did it change how you interpreted characters’ actions?
8. How did the portrayal of mental health care and institutionalization shape your understanding of who is labeled “dangerous,” and how fear influences control and care?
9. Did the ending feel like resolution, reckoning, or something else entirely? What questions, if any, did it leave you with?
10. Do you believe justice is ultimately served in this novel? Why or why not?

